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U.S. CHARGES WHI TE PLAINS MAN W TH DEFRAUDI NG
CELEBRI TY SPEAKERS OF APPEARANCE FEES

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that ALAN S. WALKER, the
Presi dent of the Program Corporation of America (“PCA’), was
charged in an eight-count Indictnent filed today in Wite Plains
federal court, with the assistance of the Wstchester County
District Attorney’s Ofice, in connection with a schene to
defraud speakers of tens of thousands of dollars in appearance
f ees.

WALKER was arrested on Cctober 23, 2003, in connection
with these charges, and is currently rel eased on bail pending
trial. He is scheduled to be arraigned on Novenber 19, 2003,
before United States Magistrate Judge LI SA MARGARET SM TH.

According to the Indictrment, from 2001 t hrough 2003,
WALKER, through PCA, arranged speaki ng engagenents for public
figures including forner astronaut Scott Carpenter, retired boxer

Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, Janes Earl Jones and Andy Rooney. In



each case, either the speaker or the venue for the speaking
engagenent — including Weaton Col | ege, Southern Illinois
University, Indiana State University, and the Kal amazoo Public
Li brary — was defrauded of appearance fees, as WALKER recei ved
money fromthe venue and did not pay the speakers.

WALKER is charged with eight counts of nmail fraud, each
of which carries, upon conviction, a maxi mum of 20 years in
prison and a maxi mum fine of $250,000 or twi ce the gross gain or
|l oss resulting fromthe of fense.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JACOB W BUCHDAHL and
DAN DORSKY are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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